
 

Reception Curriculum Overview 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic 
 

Ourselves 
 

Stories From Around the 
World 

Never Giving Up Health Where does food come 
from? (Growing food) 

Our Beautiful Planet 

Books Starting school - Hello 
Friends​  
 
Feelings - Colour Monster 
 

Canada - Scaredy Squirrel 
 
South America - Little 
Monkey 

Mae Jemmison - Astro Girl( 
 
Trying - Jabhari tries By 
Gaia Cornwall  

Emotions- Ruby’s Worry  
 
Healthy Eating - Kitchen 
Disco 

Urban planting- Errol’s 
Garden 
 
Bees - Life Cycle books 

Plastic pollution - 
Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley  
 
Our Planet - Greta and the 
giants by Zoë Tucker  

Significant 
People 

Our Family 
 

Artist Study - Jackson 
Pollock (USA) 

Mae Jemison - Astronaut Author - Clare Foges David Attenborough - 
Biologist 

Greta Thunberg - 
Environmentalist 

Core Poems Five Little Pumpkins 
(Poetry Basket) 

Breezy Weather 
(Poetry Basket) 

Mitten 
(Poetry Basket) 

Hungry Birdies 
(Poetry Basket) 

I have a Little Frog –  
(Poetry Basket) 

Performance of the poems 
learnt over the year 

Communication 
and Language 

Focused attention 
Responds to instructions 
Builds Vocabulary 
 

Follow directions 
Understands ‘why’ and 
‘how’ 
Uses tenses correctly 

Building concentration 
Understands humour 
Linking speech to topic 
 

Two-channelled attention 
Follows a story without 
pictures 
Uses talk to organise ideas 

Shares relevant comments 
Followed detailed 
instructions 
Show an awareness of 
listeners 

Responds appropriately 
Engages in discussion 
Explaining ideas 

Physical 
Development 

Gymnastics - Gym in the 
Jungle 

Dance - Dinosaurs Gymnastics - Jumping Jacks 
and Rock n Roll 

Dance - Dance Till You Drop Games - Olympics Games - Best of Ball 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

 
 
 

Kapow 
 

Settling in 
Building relationships 
Understanding boundaries 
Ask for help 
 
Self-regulation: 
My Feeling 

Forming friendships 
Following rules 
Introduce Rights Respecting 
Oral Hygiene 
 
Building relationships: 
Special relationships 

Aware of other’s feelings 
Safety 
Oral Hygiene 
 
 
Managing self: 
Taking on challenges 

Self- Awareness 
Self- confidence 
Managing Feelings 
Hygiene 
 
Self-regulation: 
Listening and following 
instructions 

Negotiating Problems 
Plays cooperatively  
Describes self in positive 
terms  
 
Building relationships: 
My family and friends 

Transition to Year 1 
Work as part of a group 
Shows sensitivity to others 
 
 
Managing self: 
My wellbeing 

Literacy 
 

Name Writing 
Mark Making  
Labels 
Phonics: Phase 2  

Recount 
Story Mapping 
Email Writing 
Narrative 
Phonics: Phase 3 

Captions 
Poster 
Labels 
Lists 
Phonics: Phase 3 

Rewriting story 
Letter Writing 
Phonics: Phase 4 

Non-Fiction - Instructions 
Fact File 
Phonics: Phase 4 

Rewrite a Story 
Poster 
Phonics: Phase 4 

 

 

 



Mathematics 
WRM 

 
 

Routines 
Matching and Sorting 
Compare amounts 
Compare size, mass and capacity, time 
Explore, copy and create simple patterns 
Identify, name and compare circles and triangles 
Identify, name, compare and combine shapes with 4 
sides 
Recognise shapes in the environment 
Position 
Day and Night 
1 more/1 less 
Find, subitise and represent numbers 1, 2, 3,4 and 5 
Understand the composition of numbers  1-5 

Introduce 0 
Find, represent and compose  0 to 10 
Subitise 0-10 
1 more & 1 less 
Explore and Compare Capacity 
Combine 2 groups 
Explore and compare length, height, capacity and mass 
Discuss, order and sequence Time 
Compare numbers to 10 
Number Bonds to 10 
Make pairs 
Explore Even and Odd 
Doubles to 10 
3D Shapes 
Identify, copy and continue complex patterns 

Building Numbers Beyond 10 
Counting Patterns Beyond 10 
Adding More 
Taking Away 
Doubling 
Sharing and Grouping 
Odd and Even 
Deepening Understanding 
Patterns and Relationships 
Spatial Reasoning 
Manipulate, compose and decompose shapes 
Mapping 

Understanding 
the World 

Ourselves 
Friendships 
Emotions 
Past and present 
Babies 
 

Stories From Around the 
World 
Tradition Tales 
Mapping 
Stories Origins 

Never Giving Up 
Gravity 
Mapping 
Amelia Earhart 
Mae Jemison  

Health 
Personal Health 
Physical Health 
Hygiene 
Joe Wicks 
 

Where does our food come 
from? 
Living Things 
Life Cycles 
Plants 
David Attenborough 

Our Beautiful Planet 
Sea Life 
Caring for the planet 
Greta Thunberg 

Science Humans and Senses Seasonal Changes Forces - Push, Pull, Gravity Keeping Healthy Animals and Plants Floating and Sinking 
Environment  

Computing 
(Kapow) 

  Programming 1: All about 
instructions 

Computing systems and 
networks: Exploring 
hardware  

Data handling: Introduction 
to data 

Programming 1: 
Programming Bee-Bots 

RE 
Living 

Difference III 

 Celebrating birth -        
Jesus’ birth 

Specialness 
Special people - Jesus 

Symbol of new life 
Eggs as a sign of new life 

Special  
Special clothes 

Specialness 
Special things - cross/Torah 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Mixed Media 
Drawing/ Painting 
Construction 
Role-Play 
Music 

Mixed Media 
Drawing/ Painting 
Construction 
Role-Play 
Music 

Mixed Media 
Drawing/ Painting 
Construction 
Role-Play 
Music 

Mixed Media 
Drawing/ Painting 
Construction 
Role-Play 
Music 

Mixed Media 
Drawing/ Painting 
Construction 
Role-Play 
Music 

Mixed Media 
Drawing/ Painting 
Construction 
Role-Play 
Music 

Art 
(Kapow) 

Drawing 
Marvellous Marks 

Painting and mixed media 
Paint my world 

 
 

 Sculpture and 3D 
 Creation Station 

 

DT 
(Kapow) 

  Structures 
Junk Modelling 

Textiles 
Bookmarks 

 Structures 
Boats 

Music 
(Kapow) 

Settling in - Nursery 
Rhymes 

Celebration Music Exploring sounds Music and Movement Musical stories Big Band 

 


